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resolutions, that compels him still to employ this re-
serve, so that he may thereby have some hold upon us.

Such, Monseigneur, is the state of affairs in this
quarter,— that is to say, at the last extremity which
they can reach. For the result of that embassy can
only be to bring at once both the Iroquois and the
fleming —the Iroquois as the master in war; the
fleming as the master in trade and in commerce; and
both as sovereigns of all these nations, to our exclu-
sion. This is infallible, and will happen with such
diligence and promptness that I know not whether
you will have time to forestall its execution. They
have hastened to conclude the embassy, through
fear that, after the defeat of the french at Montréal,
and in despair of ever obtaining a firm and lasting
peace by means of negotiations, it might be decided
once for all to make war; and that afterward an
order might come from you to do so. This must no
longer be thought of, because it is too late. It
should have been done while they were still at Mont-
réal, immediately after the blow struck by the enemy.
They then desired it and all would have been found
ready for it; but at present they must not be relied
upon for the war, since the departure of their ambas-
sadors, which compels them to remain quiet to await
their return and the result of their negotiations.

All the Ceremonial honors paid to the prisoners
on the eve of their dismissal, by the famous calumet
dance, which is a public Token of alliance, shows us
but too clearly in what manner And how firmly they
will be united against us. But what makes this still
more evident is that, at the very moment when they
were giving these public proofs of esteem to the
prisoners whom they were about to send away, they



